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CAST 

Svetlana’s First Christmas Away from Home 

Miss Anderson……..…....…………….....……………………....Ashley Speaks 

Svetlana……………......………………………………….…............Sky Shipley 

Minister………………………...........…...…………………….…...Lee Bennett 

Stage Mom………………………….......……………..…..…..Amanda Nichols  

Cook……………………………………..……………………......Nicole Moore 

Mrs. Busybody.......................................................................................Gin Sturgeon 

Mrs. Flugelhorn.....................................................................................Scarlett Long 

Mary..........................................................................................................Bella Woods 

Joseph...................................................................................................Maddox Harris 

Shepherd...........................................................................................Carter Cavaness 

Wise Girl 1..........................................................................................Courtlynn Lynn 

Wise Girl 2...................................................................................Hailey McPhearson 

Wise Girl 3....................................................................................Sarah McPhearson 

Obnoxious Nora....................................................................................Jozlynn Clark 

Oppositional Ophelia............................................................................Alexis Potter 

Excited Eddie.................................................................................Nathaniel Lincoln 

Curious Carl...........................................................................................Evan Pearson 

Ruby the Rumormonger.......................................................................Harper Jeter 

Idea Ida.........................................................................................................Hope Reel 

Tommy the Tattler................................................................................Wyatt Woods 

Silent Sally.............................................................................................Kiaya Milligan 

Extra Animals......................................................Phoebea Harter, Wyleigh Harter 

Zeb Harter, Lily Pankey, Maya Potter 

Mrs. Busybody’s Committee.............................................Rose Milligan, Danielle 

Potter, Jamie Woods 



If you’re not keeping your program, 

please recycle it! 

CAST 

Yes Santa, There Is a Virginia 

Santa………….................…………………………………………..Ron Spence 

Elf…………...……………………........………………………….Renee Spence 

Virginia…….......…………..................……………………………....Sky Shipley 

Celeste…………..……….............................................…………...Chelsea Hayes 

Morgan…………………………………....…………........….….Zeke Summers 

Tori……………………………………………….………….….Danny Mitchell 

Ally……............................................................................……...Hailey McPhearson 

Samantha……...........................................................................…...Rachel Washam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE FROM SHANI 

This has been a fun production. I love to work with kids anyway, but getting new kids 

involved with the theater is a great thrill. I hope they all know how much I appreciate 

them and consider returning for future productions. I am very proud of this entire cast 

(for both shows). Thank you Lauren for giving me the opportunity to work with you. 

Break a leg guys! Love you all!  

-Shani 



DIRECTOR’S NOTE 

Firstly, I would like to thank the Council for asking me to direct their Christmas show. I 

appreciate Jer and Shani asking me to direct as I almost said no! Thank goodness I 

didn’t because this has been one of my favorite shows I’ve ever worked on. It’s the cast 

and crew that make it worth it! I’ve also gotten to be a part of many first-time actors 

and actresses making their debut and (hopefully) making it a great first experience. I’ve 

seen some of them take on the challenge of having a bigger character than they’ve had 

before. I knew they could do it! I want them to love theatre as much I do. First, we have 

our younger kids with all their personalities. Each one of their characters has a      

personality in the name, Idea Ida, Tommy the Tattler, and Obnoxious Nora to just name 

a few. Each of them listened to and delivered every note that was given to them. Most 

of them have never been on stage before, and I can’t wait to work with them again. 

They have done an amazing job!  

Then we have the older kids in both acts. Bella, Maddox, Carter, Zeke, Sarah,       

Courtlynn, and Hailey have been on stage before, but many of them have never had 

roles like this before. I hope playing these characters has given each of them the    

confidence to explore characters with bigger parts in the story and possibly take a 

main role one day, when the right show comes along. I would like to also thank Sky 

and Hailey! They were the only two cast members in both acts. They are graduating 

from high school, and I hope they have success in whatever they decide to do. I just 

hope theatre stays in their lives!  

Then I have my adult cast members. I call them my veteran actors! Many of them have 

been in multiple productions before, and it has been a great experience to get to know 

each of them. I hope we work together again! Both of our Danielle’s, Danielle L. and 

Danielle M., are also making their debuts! Both have done an amazing job, and I can’t 

wait to see what they do in the future!  

My Assistant Director, Shani, I can’t thank you enough for being my assistant director. 

You also took over our costumes. You have done so much for this production, and I 

appreciate you very much. I can’t wait to work with you again! I’m very much a green 

director, and I needed the assistance. You made this show better! My Stage Manager, 

Renee. I appreciate you coming on as my stage manager! When we lost our elf, you 

took over that role. You have done an amazing job with that role and as the stage 

manager. I have loved watching you play opposite your dad. I hope that you have  

enjoyed working opposite with him. Both of you should play opposite each other 

again! Both of you kept me rolling in rehearsals! 

I also want to thank my family for being supportive! I love you! This has been an   

amazing experience for me, and I can’t wait to direct again. Of course, it had to be a 

Christmas show because Christmas is my favorite time of the year. I hope that each 

audience member that attends the show has a Merry Christmas and a Happy Holidays. I 

hope that the New Year blesses you and that you come to watch more live theatre! It is 

finally back!  

-Lauren Wilcox  



WHO’S WHO 

 
Shani is a speech pathologist and dyslexia therapist. She 
has been in many productions for GCFAC including most 
recently, Elf (Deb), Seussical (Sour Kanga) and Mamma 
Mia! (Tanya) and has also been an assistant director for 
Arsenic and Old Lace. In addition to her onstage credits, 
Shani also serves as Secretary on the board for GCFAC. 
She is involved in music and children’s ministry at her 
church and likes to watch old movies in her spare time. 
She would like to thank her family and especially her   
husband Roger for all their support.  
 
 
 
Lee in 25 years with 43 years of experience. I have a  
record in theatre as long as your arm. Good at acting, 
reacting and excited about this one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carter is an 11-year-old from Paragould. He attends   
Arrows Academy. He has loved movies, theater, and the 
arts from a very early age. He has a long-standing      
ambition to be a director. He has been cast in Charlie 
Brown Christmas (2017, Jungle Book, Wizard of Oz, 
House of Villians, Lion King, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, and 
Aladdin. He has played the roles of the angry dwarf in 
Shrek and Jafar in Aladdin. 
 

 
 
 
 
Jozlynn She is a fourth grader at Oak Grove Elementary 
School, and she loves gymnastics. She loves her cat 
named Pumpkin and her dog named Bailey. She is very 
outgoing and has spirit that can light up any room. Her 
smile is contagious, and she loves unconditionally. This is 
Jozlynn's first production with the GCFAC but probably not 
the last.  

Minister 

Shepherd 

Obnoxious Nora 

Shani Barnhill Assistant Director/Stage Manager 

Lee Bennett 

Carter Cavaness 

Jozlynn Clark 



WHO’S WHO 

 
Maddox is a seventh-grade student from Kennett, MO. He 
enjoys playing football, video games, collecting cars, & 
making people laugh. He has been in several production 
including “The Magic of Oz”, “Elf: The Musical”, “Sleeping 
Beauty”, & church musical productions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phoebea is the daughter of Jon and Katie Harter. She is a 
student at GCT. Phoebea does charity work for Le Bonheur 
Hospital and loves Spider Man. This is her first production 
with GCFAC, but she is also involved in a production of 
Nutcracker this season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wyleigh is the daughter of Jon and Katie Harter and at-
tends first grade at GCT. She loves to dance and loves 
animals, especially cheetahs. This is her first performance 
with GCFAC, but she is also involved in a production of 
Nutcracker this season.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Zeb is the son of Jon and Katie Harter. He is a Kindergar-
ten student at GCT and loves cowboys, dinosaurs, and 
playing outside with his sisters. This is his first production 
with GCFAC, but he is also involved in a production of 
Nutcracker this season.  

Mouse 

Cat 

Rooster 

Maddox Harris Joseph 

Phoebea Harter 

Wyleigh Harter 

Zeb Harter 



WHO’S WHO 

 
Chelsea is an Adjunct Oral Communication instructor at 
ASTATE. She is also a grad student in sociology at 
ASTATE. Apart from theatre, she is part of the competition 
dances team at Cue the Applause. She also spends the 
rest of her spare time playing with her beautiful husky 
Ghost and feisty cat Amelia! She has a published book of 
poetry Broken Wildflowers. Disclaimer: She is not Taylor 
Swift. She promises!!  
 
 
 
 
 
Harper is the daughter of Josh and Heather Jeter. She is a 
second-grade student at Greene County Tech Elementary. 
She enjoys attending church at Central Baptist Church of 
Paragould, playing piano with her instructor, Carol Thom-
as, attending gymnastics classes at Champions Gymnas-
tics, playing basketball, and playing with her two sisters. 
This is Harper’s first show with GCFAC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nathaniel is the son of Jason and Marci Lincoln. He is in 
the fifth grade at GCT Intermediate. He is EXCITED to be 
participating in his first production with GCFAC. He enjoys 
playing video games and spending time with friends and 
family. GCFAC appreciates his teacher for pushing him to 
be in the show.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scarlett has recently retired from being a speech therapist 
at Green County Tech. She has enjoyed performing in 
many different productions with GCFAC, FOA, and the 
Collins. She enjoys working with old friends and meeting 
new ones with each show.  
 

Ruby the Rumormonger 

Excitable Eddie 

Mrs. Flugelhorn 

Chelsea Hayes Celeste 

Harper Jeter 

Nathaniel Lincoln 

Scarlett Long 



WHO’S WHO 

 
Courtlynn is in the 7th grade at Kennett Middle School in 
Kennett, MO.  Previously she has been in “Alice in Won-
derland”, “The Wizard of Oz”, and “Elf the Musical.” She 
has also been in “The Nutcracker”, “Beauty and the Beast”, 
and recently “The Nightmare Before Christmas” with Cue 
the Applause Performing Arts. She is very thankful to be in 
this production and she hopes you enjoy the show! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hailey is a senior at Paragould High School.  She has been 
in multiple productions with GCFAC starting with “The 
Best Christmas Pageant Ever” when she was 7 years old 
and more recently “Mary Poppins” and “Seussical.”  Hailey 
has been in dance since she was 3 years old and is cur-
rently on the competition team with Cue the Ap-
plause.  When she’s not on stage, she enjoys refereeing 
soccer, reading, coding, doing pottery, and playing Mine-
craft. 
 
 
 
 
Sarah is a 7th grader at Paragould Junior High.  Her first 
involvement with GCFAC was “The Hobbit” when she was 
4 years old.  More recently she has been in “Jungle Book 
Kids,” “Mary Poppins,” and “Seussical.”  She has been 
dancing since age 2 and is currently on the competition 
team with Cue the Applause.  She also loves to play soc-
cer, draw, paint, and read. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kiaya is in the 4th grade at Brookland Middle School. This 
is Kiaya’s debut production. She loves her hip-hop dance 
and children’s choir. Kiaya would like to thank her family 
and friends for being here. She hopes you enjoy the show.   

Wise Girl #2 

Wise Girl #3 

Silent Sally 

Courtlynn Lynn Wise Girl #1 

Hailey McPhearson 

Sarah McPhearson 

Kiaya Milligan 



WHO’S WHO 

 
Rose has a masters of Theatre from ASU. She has been in 
multiple productions at Williams Baptist College, ASU, 
Community theatre, and church. Some of her favorite roles 
include Pygmalion, The Butler Did It, and Rumpelstiltskin. 
She enjoys creative writing and reading. Svetlana’s First 
Christmas Away from Home is her first production with 
GCFAC. It has been a while since she has been on the 
stage and is excited for you to see the show. 
 
 
 
  
 
Danielle is 34 years old, and she is the fundraising chair 
for the GCFAC. This is her acting debut. She has only 
worked backstage crew and loved it. Her previous      
experience is The Odd Couple and Cabaret. She would like 
to thank her fellow crew, fabulous director, stage manager, 
and of course her handsome husband.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nicole is a college student aged 30. Nicole debuted at 
Covington High School and Dyersburg State Community 
College in 2010. She played Dorothy in Wizard of Oz and 
in Romeo and Juliet, The Crucible and Julius Caesar. She 
learned a lot reading the cooks role. She is the cook at 
home. Hobbies include singing, Tik Tok, and dancing. She 
would like to thank her husband, Matt, for the support, her 
parents, and daughter from Belgium along with the other 
cast and crew. Thank you for coming.  
 
 
 
 
Amanda is a Speech-Language Pathologist  from      
Jonesboro, AR. This is her second show with GCFAC,   
having made her debut this past summer as Renee in “The 
Odd Couple”. She would like to thank her friends and 
family for their constant support, especially her husband, 
Will, for taking care of 2 kids so that she could live out her 
theater dreams! God bless and Merry Christmas! 

Tori 

Cook 

Stage Mom 

Rose Milligan 
Mrs. Busybody’s 

Committee Member 

Danielle (Danny) Mitchell 

Nicole Moore 

Amanda Nichols 



WHO’S WHO 

 
Evan is a student at Brookland School District. He is the 
son of Brian and Andrea Pearson. His entire family has 
graced the stage in some form for the GCFAC. Evan played 
several different characters in the production of Seussical. 
He loves swimming, playing sports, and watching tv. He is 
very active in church activities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lily is in the first grade at Paragould Primary School.  This 
will be her first production with GCFAC, but she has been 
around the stage her whole life.  She has been dancing 
since age 3 and is currently on the competition team with 
Cue the Applause.  She also loves to do gymnastics, play 
soccer, draw, play Roblox, and to watch YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alexis is an 11th grader at GCT high school. She has been 
in band since the 6th grade and is in the front ensemble 
during marching season. Alexis has been in many       
productions around town such as Young Kanga in 
“Seussical”,  Shawanda in “Elf”, and Zero in “Nightmare 
Before Christmas”. Alexis would like to thank her parents, 
grandparents, and best friend, for always supporting her 
and pushing her to do her best. She would also like to 
thank her directors for giving her the opportunity to be in 
such a fun show.  
 
 
 
Danielle is a nurse at Paragould Family Care. This is her 
first production with GCFAC. She is excited to share the 
stage with her daughter in this show and hopes to     
continue to do shows with Maya. She would like to thank 
the director Lauren for letting her be part of this. She 
hopes you enjoy this show. 

Pig 

Oppositional Ophelia 

Evan Pearson Curious Carl 

Lily Pankey 

Alexis Potter 

Danielle Leanne 
Mrs. Busybody’s 

Committee Member 



WHO’S WHO 

 
Maya Potter (Dog)- is a 1st grader at CRA. This is her first 
production, and she is excited for the chance to be 
“dramatic” on stage. She chose her character because it is 
her little brother's favorite animal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hope Reel (Idea Ida)- is excited to make her debut in  
Svetlana's First Christmas Away from Home. Hope is a 6th 
grader at Piggott Elementary School. She is learning to 
play the clarinet and outside of school is involved in Girl 
Scouts as well as 4-H. Hope would like to thank her Aunt 
Jamie for introducing her to theatre  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sky Shipley (Svetlana, Virginia)- is 18 years old and is in 
her senior year of high school at South Pemiscot. Other 
than acting she enjoys painting, singing, and playing the 
piano. She has been acting for 10 years and has had three 
semesters of acting at ANC under Michael Fisher. While 
working with the  Mississippi Arts council she had roles 
such as Mr. Hopkins in Downtown Zombie, The Queen in 
Rumpelstiltskin, Darkaua in Aladdin and many more. She 
has also done work with Fable Factory (a traveling theater 
company) She has filled the roles of Mary Maid Marian in 
Robin Hood and Twisted Tongue in The Revenge of    
Captain Hook to name a few. Sky has loved having the 
opportunity to act with Green County Arts Council. She 
has been elated to meet  so many new and interesting 
people. She says everyone has been so welcoming. Sky 
would like to thank them for this wonderful opportunity. 
Sky would also like to thank her Dad and Mom (Wesley 
and Jeannie) for always loving and supporting her. She 
also wants to thank her grandparents (John and Diane) for 
their love and encouragement. Sky says she also wants to 
give a big thank you to her brother (Taz) for stepping up 
when her parents can’t.  
 

Idea Ida 

Svetlana, Virginia 

Maya Potter Dog 

Hope Reel 

Sky Shipley 



WHO’S WHO 

 
Ashley Nicole Speaks (Miss Anderson)- is a special      
education teacher at Nettleton High school. Ashley has 
performed in community theater for almost 6 years. Her 
most notable roles were: Rumpleteazer in "Cats", Maggie 
in "The Man Who Came to Dinner", Lawyer Mara in "The 
Miracle on 34th Street", and Rabbit in "Winnie the Pooh". 
Ashley has also been in the ensemble for many musicals 
such as "Mary Poppins", "The Addams Family", and "Little 
Shop of Horrors". When she is not on stage, she can be 
found writing, working on her YouTube channel, and  
herding her four cats. Ashley would like to thank her 
friends, family, and especially her wonderful husband, 
Aaron, for all their support over the years. 
 
 
Renee Spence (Stage Manager, Elf)- has been enjoying 
doing community theater since 2016, when she tried out 
for a production of Snow White. She’s been in several 
shows since then, such as Elf, Arsenic and Old lace, and 
Charlotte’s Web. This is her first show since the pandemic 
and she’s super excited to finally get back into community 
theater. She’s enjoyed doing cabaret with some of her 
favorite people and hopes everyone who comes enjoys the 
hard work put into the show. 
 
 
 
Ron Spence (Santa)- has been active in community theater 
for the last 6+ years.  He’s been in numerous productions 
of the Greene County Fine Arts Council in Paragould,  
including most recently as Mr Witherspoon in “Arsenic  
and Old Lace” (2019) and Store Manager in ‘Elf the          
Musical’ (2019).  His most recent role was as Grandpa     
in the FOA’s production of ‘Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang” (2021).  He would like to thank his wife Dawn, 
daughter Renee, and everyone else for their continued 
support and encouragement. 
 
 
 
 
Gin loves to act and has appeared in several KHS Produc-
tions: “Witness For The Prosecution” “Smoke On The 
Mountain” (Kennett Little Theatre) “The Bridge To Tera-
bithia” (Jonesboro).   

Stage Manager, Elf 

Santa 

Ashley Nicole Speaks Miss Anderson 

Renee Spence 

Ron Spence 

Virginia (Gin) Sturgeon Mrs. Busybody 



WHO’S WHO 

 
Zeke is a 9th grader at GCT. He plays on drumline in the 
marching band, plays tenor saxophone in the jazz and 
concert bands, and participates on the track team as well. 
In his spare time, he loves to play chess, watch anime, play 
video games, theatre, and study all he can about space. 
He is no stranger to the GCFAC stage. His past production 
was Johnny in Miracle on 34th Street, and Shy Fairy in 
Sleeping Beauty: A Hundred Year Adventure. He would 
like to thank Ms. Lauren and Ms. Shani for the opportunity 
to play a larger role; as well as a thank you to the cast for 
making him feel so welcomed. He would also like to thank 
his mom and dad for always being there for his activities 
and allowing him to do this. He hopes everyone enjoys 
this season and their loved ones. Merry Christmas!  
 
 
 
 
Rachel graduated in December of 2020 with an M.B.A. 
and is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in Environmental Science 
at Arkansas State University. She is part of the competition 
dance team at CTA and has participated in numerous  
productions in Jonesboro and Paragould. She enjoys   
baking and hanging out with her dog, Owen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lauren was born and raised in Jonesboro. This is her  
directing debut. She loves spending time with her family 
and friends. She received her bachelor’s degree in Theatre 
from Arkansas State University in May 2020. She has been 
a part of multiple theatre productions since she was 
twelve. Most have been at Jonesboro High School and 
Arkansas State. Just to name a few shows that she has 
been a part of: Silent Sky, Return to Me, Les Misérables 
(School Edition), Aladdin, Kids, As You Like It, The      
Adventures of Littlebeard, The Tempest, Stuart Little, and 
Cabaret. She has experience in many different aspects of 
theatre. To name a few, she has been the stage manager, 
prop master, house manager, costumer, performer,     
assistant director, and backstage crew. She has always 
wanted to pursue a career in theatre, and she is finally 
able to pursue that dream. She would like to thank her 
family for being supportive of her. 

Samantha 

Director 

Ezekiel (Zeke) Summers Morgan 

Rachel Washam 

Lauren Wilcox 



WHO’S WHO 

 
Isabella is a 7th grader at Piggott High School. Svetlana's 
First Christmas Away from Home is her third stage perfor-
mance. She has previously portrayed the Giver of Sleep in 
Sleeping Beauty and a Heart Child in Alice in Wonderland. 
Isabella would like to thank her mom, dad, director, and 
castmates for making this a great experience. When not on 
stage, you can find her drawing and dressing in cosplay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jamie is a 31-year-old writer and poet. She is currently a 
Ward Clerk at Piggott Community Hospital. This is her 
third stage performance following her roles as the Peasant 
Woman in Sleeping Beauty and the Mock Turtle in Alice in 
Wonderland. She has thoroughly enjoyed her experience 
with this production and would like to thank the directors 
and her castmates for making it so amazing. When she is 
not on stage, she spends her time doing makeup and 
exploring the outdoors with her children, husband, and 
pets.  
 
 
 
 
 
Wyatt is a 4th grader at Piggott Elementary School. Svet-
lana's First Christmas Away from Home is his sophomore 
stage performance and first speaking role. He has previ-
ously portrayed a Heart Child in Alice in Wonderland. Wy-
att would like to thank his mom, dad, dog, director, and 
castmates for making this a great experience. When not on 
stage, you can find him playing video games, playing foot-
ball, and making real life jokes about his dad. 

 

Tommy the Tattler 

Isabella Woods Mary 

Jamie Woods 

Wyatt Woods 

Mrs. Busybody’s 

Committee Member 



GCFAC BOARD 

 

Jeremiah Allen 

Jodie Rebstock 

Shani Barnhill 

Tammye Caldwell 

Jeff Mitchell 

Kristin Summers 

In loving memory of Sharon Kay Upchurch, devoted council member. 

July 17, 1954—November 16, 2021 

Sharon Upchurch was a staple around Greene County Fine Arts   

Council events. Always looking for an opportunity to help, she would 

help pass out programs, work on costumes, help keep an eye on kids 

or just greet patrons as they came in the theatre. Sharon tried to get 

to know everyone involved with GCFAC as well as other theatrical 

productions in NEA and even encouraged her own family to get   

involved as well. Her smile and love for the theatre was always on 

display and everyone who knew her knew that her smile would pass 

to them as well. She was truly a beautiful and passionate soul and her 

presence will absolutely be missed. Sharon loved her theater        

community and we loved her right back!  


